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Assessor Direct Observation Checklist

Safe in the Underground Environment
Date …….....…………     Site ………………….....……………......…       
Assessor Name ………………………………………….


	
	ACTIVITY
	Candidates Name

	
	
	

	
	
	(/ x

	S1
	Presenting themselves for work

	
	They arrive on time 
	

	
	They are interested in the briefing that they receive
	

	
	They are wearing the correct PPE/ RPE
	

	
	They have other items of PPE/ RPE available to take into the underground environment
	

	
	They are presentable, representing themselves and the organisation in an acceptable way
	

	
	They have with them sufficient and appropriate food and drink for the time that they will be underground
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S2
	Preparing to Go Underground 

	
	They can check and put on the cap lamp effectively
	

	
	They can check the self-rescuer (or other self-escape device) before going to shaft side
	

	
	They can check any other safety equipment provided to them at the point of entry (for example a personal gas monitor)
	

	
	They can define the procedure that they must follow should any of the equipment provided fail to pass the pre-use checks
	

	
	They register that they are going underground in the correct way
	

	
	They can briefly outline why it is important that they register entry into and out of the mine
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S3
	Travelling to the Workplace

	
	Can effectively navigate themselves to the workplace understanding and identifying any hazards involved
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S4
	Identification of General and Health Hazards in the Workplace 
	

	
	The candidate can identify the general hazards that are present within the work environment.
	

	
	The candidate can identify any health-related hazards that are present in the underground environment
	

	
	The candidate can show the assessor the controls that are in place to manage the general and health related hazards that they have identified
	

	
	Demonstrate their knowledge of the fixed environmental monitoring system and how it works
	

	
	In your area of work outline any other persons that are required to carry a personal gas monitor
	

	
	Can point out signage, and identify the appropriate actions to be taken
	

	
	
	

	S5
	Risk Assessment (Point of work)
	

	
	The candidate knows and can demonstrate the principles associated with risk assessment
	

	
	The candidate can complete a point of work risk assessment
	

	
	The candidate is comfortable in leading/ contributing to a discussion on risk
	

	
	The controls that are identified as part of the point of work risk assessment are practical and adequate to control the risks identified
	

	
	The candidate ensures that the controls have been implemented before work continues
	

	
	The candidate can articulate the actions that they would take if they could not implement the controls that had been identified
	

	
	The candidate can articulate when it is appropriate to use point of work risk assessment
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S6
	Identification of Major Mining Hazards

	
	The candidate can identify the types of major hazards that are present in the workplace
	

	
	The candidate can identify the types of controls that should be in place for each of the major hazards identified
	

	
	The candidate can outline other major hazards, that whilst not present in their place of work may be present within other areas of the mine
	

	
	The candidate can outline the procedure for escalating and reporting any issues or concerns relating to major hazards within the work environment
	

	
	The candidate can articulate the actions that they should take to keep themselves safe if they become aware of any changes within the work environment 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S7
	Carrying out Planned Tasks

	
	The candidate understands and can demonstrate they are authorised and competent to complete the planned task
	

	
	The candidate can set up the equipment to complete the planned task
	

	
	The candidate can set up the work area so that the task can be completed safely
	

	
	The candidate examines the equipment in line with the recognised standard before carrying out the planned work activity
	

	
	The candidate sets up the work so that it can be completed efficiently
	

	
	The candidate dons any PPE/ RPE required by the operational procedure before carrying out the planned work activity
	

	
	The candidate is able to demonstrate that they understand the safe system of work/ managers rules / procedures, and has set up the work so it is performed in line with those standards
	

	
	The candidate communicates effectively with others whilst carrying out the work
	

	
	The candidate can articulate the actions should they not be able to set up the work to conform to the operating procedures
	

	
	The candidate carried out the planned work activity to the required standard
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S8
	Completion of Planned Work Activities

	
	The candidate can demonstrate the work has been completed to the required standard
	

	
	The candidate can articulate how they would verify that the work is to the required standard
	

	
	The candidate strips down the equipment and carried out any post use servicing or checks
	

	
	The candidate stores the equipment so that it is available to use by subsequent shifts
	

	
	The candidate demonstrates how the work area is reinstated and made safe following the planned work activities
	

	
	Can define where permit systems should be used in order to allow work activity to take place
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S9
	Reporting

	
	The candidate knows the information that should be reported on completion of the task
	

	
	The candidate communicates the required information effectively
	

	
	The candidate can articulate how they would escalate any issues they encountered whilst carrying out the planned work activities
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S10
	Emergency Procedures

	
	Can outline the potential hazards that may lead to an emergency in the underground environment 
	

	
	Can outline the actions that they should take in the event of an emergency
	

	
	Can outline the information that may be required to pass on in the event of an emergency
	

	
	Knows the emergency contact numbers or communication systems to be used in the event of emergency, and demonstrates the use of those systems
	

	
	Can identify the muster points to be used in the event of an emergency
	

	
	Understands the firefighting systems employed within the mine and how to use them effectively
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S11
	Safe Havens

	
	Can identify the location of their nearest safe haven
	

	
	Can make their way to the safe haven
	

	
	Can demonstrate how the safe haven is activated in the event of an emergency
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S12
	Self-Escape

	
	The candidate can identify the escape route from the place of work 
	

	
	The candidate can identify any systems that are in place to assist them from the place of work
	

	
	The candidate can identify the actions and procedures that should be taken if they find casualties during a self escape from the mine
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S13
	Return to the Surface
	

	
	The candidate ensures that they have registered their return to the surface
	

	
	The candidate returns all equipment to the point of issues
	

	
	The candidate submits any report to the right person
	

	
	The candidate can articulate what they would do with any defective equipment to ensure that it was not inadvertently issued to the following shift
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	S10
	General Behaviours
	

	
	Engaging people in the workplace as they perform their role
	

	
	Demonstrate a good attitude to work
	

	
	Are prepared to work to and follow instructions
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS
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